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The Knights and Dames of the American Delegation of Savoy Orders participated in a 
Procession and Solemn Mass on Sunday morning, December 13, 2009, at the Cathedral of St. 
Patrick, where traditional Savoy Orders church robes were worn, thereby creating a highly 
emotional and historic event, as in the medieval ages, in the Neo-Gothic Cathedral. Members of 
the Savoy Orders and their guests were seated in a reserved section in the front pews of the 
Cathedral. The event was highlighted by the presence of the Grand Chancellor of the Savoy 
Orders, Cav. di Gr. Cr. Johannes Niederhauser and Cav. di Gr. Cr. Dott. Sergio Pellecchi, 
who is the Coordinator of the Americas for the Orders.  They were accorded a singular honor, 
together with Dama di Comm. Mira Zivkovich and Dama Cmdr. Elizabeth Young USCG, of 
bringing the gifts to the principal celebrant, Most Rev. Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New 
York,  during the Offertory of the Mass. Uff. Reverend Monsignor Robert T. Ritchie, Rector 
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, was a concelebrant of the Mass.   
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The ceremony, with some 3000 attendees, was a spectacular tribute to the Christmas 
season as noted by Archbishop Dolan, who graciously recognized and welcomed members of the 
Savoy Orders from the altar.  During his homily, Archbishop Dolan mentioned Savoy and 
“confessed” to a great interest in Church history, citing the captivity of Pope Pius VII by the 
Emperor Napoleon in the Savoy region during the Napoleonic wars.  
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Following the Recessional, members of the Savoy Orders were warmly greeted by 
Archbishop Dolan and posed for photographs with them. This was the culmination of the Ballo 
di Savoia weekend of events for the Savoy Orders and the American Foundation of Savoy 
Orders, the American Delegation’s charitable arm which raises funds for medical and poverty 
causes and disaster relief.  
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New members of the Savoy Orders, invested the day before in the Lady Chapel of the 
Cathedral, participated for the first time as Knights and Dames of the Savoy Orders.  The Orders’ 
participation in the Mass was coordinated by Vice Delegate Comm. Richard Torrenzano. 
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For more photos, please view the following link:  ���������	
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